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far removed from the truth as they are adapted to the
minds of the Savages and in harmony with their cus-
toms, these barbarians have made attempts upon the
lives of our Fathers, even going so far as to talk in
open council of slaying them; but God is more pow-
erful than men and all the Demons. His goodness
raised up for us as a protector a Barbarian against
Barbarians, even a Captain named Zaratouan, whose
nephew we have in the Seminary. On hearing this
talk he drew out a long string of porcelain, and threw
it down in the midst of the assembly, saying, ‘‘ There
is something to close your mouths and stop your talk-
ing.” It is a custom of the country to act ordinarily
only through presents, so this blow was averted. I
do not know whether this was known to our Fathers
among the Hurons, but the nephew of this brave
Captain related it to us at the three Rivers. I will
soon speak of his deplorable capture. Another time,
in the very village where our Fathers lived, they
talked about sending them back down here, or of kill-
ing them. Their Captain, named Aénon, began to
speak, and harangued in such a way that they came
and begged the Fathers not to write any of these evil
thoughts to us, lest they should be badly treated in
the places where our French are. This Captain is
one of [214 i.e., 210] those who are supposed to have
killed the wretched Bruslé, whose wounds are still
bleeding. But he so entirely atoned for this fault by
the affection which he afterwards displayed towards
the French, that our Lord graciously allowed him to
come and die as a Christian in our arms. Now judge
whether these circumstances were favorable to the
peopling of a Seminary; for, if they spoke in public
of ruining us, I leave you to imagine what calumnies



